The Athenian Mercury: 


fotrind. 4. 


Saturoap, December 12. 1691. 


Queft. 1. S within this week I was travelling be- 

tween Kenford, and Bury St. Edmonds, 

I was unfortunately fet on by three Men 
in Difguife, who not finding thtir expeed Booty, were fe 
incen(ed as to rifle me of all my Cloaths, and were fending 
me bome nal-ed, bad not one good-natur'’d, and more compa ffio- 
nate Rogue than the reft told bis Brothers in Inmiquity, 
( pulling che Evangelifts out of his pocket ) That sf the 
Gentleman weu'd {wecrto fend thems Guinea's to fuch a 
boule, and promife upon Oath net to dilcover them, I fhou'd 
enjoy my Cloaths, otherwife I mujt expe to be ill treated, 
and expoled to the Weather: So I f{wallowed their Oath, 
willing to be at liberty, and found, promifing all ; but be- 
fore I pay the Money, I bave a Mind to know your Opinion, 
Whether the Oth be Odligatory, I'm [atisfied almoft abont 
it ; and if the publick good by bringing tbefe Road-plagues 
to Fujtice wou'd not be {atisfactory tor the breach thereof : 
Give mea Solurion by the middle of this Month, for this Mo- 
ney 1520 be paid (peedily ? 

Aalw. An Oath is not properly fo, unlefs it be free 
and uaconfin'd ; Fear, Paffion, wc. which are the Cau- 
fes of an Oath ought to be repented of as fuch, rather 
than the Oath it felf, which by the by will fhow the 
unfincerity of Death-bed Repentances. But to anfwer the 
Queftion dire&tly, we are fatisfied thae che Querift 
is not only free from his Oath, it being fore’d from him, 
but he is alfo oblig'd to ufe what !awful means he can 
to fecure the cena Receiver of the Money, if not the 
reft that are concerned, thd Honour,-Good-nature, &c. 
may tempt him to the contrary. ——— Our Reafon 
is this, We are commanded by God to obey the 

agiftrate , but che Magiftrate has  eftablifh’d 
Me and fuch Laws, which not only contradict, 
but punith fuch practices: Therefore whoever is accef- 
fary, (as the Querift is if he keeps his Oath ) acts 
contradiftin@ly to the Laws of God, andtbe Laws of Na- 
tions. Our Advice is this, That the Querift repent of 
the Rafhuels, Ignorance, and Cowardize of fuch an 
Oath, and that fe refolve for the future to fuffer brave- 
ly in any juft and honourable Caufe, rather than oppole 
Truth and Juftice for little bafe ends. We cou’d give 
feveral other Reafons that his Oath is cancell’d, if the 
Cale was as doubtful as formerly, but every Caluift is 
now fatistied. Read Mr. Perkins Cafes of Confcience, ch. 
13. p.230. 

*Quelt 2. What Language was {poken by our Firfl Pa- 
rents in Paradile ? 

An{w. The Britifh wou'd perfwade us ’twas theirs, aad 
the Irifh fure will put in too for the Honour, fince their 
Chronicles, they'll tell you, run up almoft as high, 
and they are fure there was a Schoolmafter of their 
Nation, who taught the Iri/> Grammar in the plain 4 
Shinur, fo early did they begin co be Learned. But lea 
fome fhou'd be fo uncivil to queftion their Memoirs 
being authentick, wee'll e’ne let ‘em alone co ftand 
by themfelves, and impofe nothing on the Reader. 
That Wag Hudibras puts in for the German, when he 
mentions Mother Eve, and she Serpents tempting ber — 
By an High-Dutch interpreter ; which Fancy he founded 
asthe Notes tell us, ona Fancy of Garopius Becanus, 
who takes a great deal of pains to prove the High-Dusch, 
which was his own, the Primitive Language. But re- 
jetting all thefe, as hardly carrying the Face of proba- 
biliry, we think che Hebrew, or Sacred e ftands 
much fairer for’t than any others ; forall the Names we 
find mention’din Hiftory of the beginning of tne World 
were undoubcedly Hebrew.None we think who believe the 
Scriptures,can queftion that Adam was really the Name of 
the firft Man, and Eve of the firft Woman, or that thefe 
Names are Hebrew, the word Adam, fignifying much 
“Wore chaa Red or Ruddy, for which we generally take 
it, namely, a florid whicenets, aad the brightnefs and 


luftre proper to Pearls and precious Stones ; Eve, & 
Mother, as the Scripture tells us, Iifz, which Adam firft 
call’d his Wife whemhe faw her, Vira, or a She woman. 
But this is alfo very remarkable in the Hebrew Names 
of all living Creatures, impos’d by Adam, which ap- 
pear not to be given by cHance, or deflected from any 
other Language, as the Greek, Latin, and all others, but 
to contain therein the Nature of che Creature, 
as the Learned and induftrious Bochart admirably 
proves in his Hierezoicon, where he fhows that their 
Names were partly taken from fomething obvious to the 
Senfes, astheir Colour,their Hair, their Stature, and ex- 
ternal form; partly from their inward properties and dif- 
pofitions, which he cou’d neither know by ufe, nor the 
Information of others, but by that Original Wifdom 
wherewith he was created, (by the Socinians leave,) and 
&@ great part whereof he loft by the Fa!l; tor which rea- 
fon thefe Names are the moft noble Monumems of Antiqui- 
ty we have left in che World. Thus to inftance in @ 
few; the Caml, a Creature which keeps its Name al- 

moftin all Languages, and which Varro himfelf grants 

to be taken from the Syriack Language. ‘Tis derived 

fromthe Hebrew word Gimal, which fignifies ro retribute, 

or repay, either good or evil, for both of which the Camel 

is {till noted as che moft tenacious of any animal. The 

Hebrew name of the Horfe is derived from a root, which 

fignifies to rule, to guide, to moderate, and ‘tis notorious 

this Creature is the moft docile, and moft eafily ruled, 

contidering ics vaft Rrength, of any other. 

The Ajs is derived from a word which fignifies Red, 
of which colour they egg are in the Eat, a White 
Afs being it feems a Rarity ; the Judges and Great per- 
fons ufually for ftate riding upon "em, as we fee in the 
ae of Deborah: another name of the Afs is taken from 
his ffrength, which is undeniably more than any other 
Creaiures of the fame bulk. The Bull or Oxe de- 
rives its Name from a word that fignifies firmne(s, 
or ftability ; "tis in the Hebrew Sor, for which the Chal- 
dees read Thor, the Arabians Thaur, whence undoubtedly 
the Greek and Latin, zadegs, and Taurus. The Goas 
from a word that denotes roughne/:, ——--— The 
Swine from another , alluding to the {malinefs of 
his Eyes; the Dog Celeb, from the Heb. Club, and the 
Arabian Calub, which fignifie a pair of Tongs or Pin- 
cers, from the firmne{t of his Teeth arid boldfaf, fo re- 
markable that a true Mattiffe will let his Legs be cut off, 
as has been try'd, before hee’l quit his hold — To ins 
{tance in no more, tho’ ’twere eafie from the forementioe 
ned Author co run through all forts of Creatures, and 
after the fame way prove their Originals. And we 
make no doubt but the fame thing might be done by 
moft words as well as the Names of theie Creatures; we 
mean,that al] or moft other Languages,at leaft in our part 
of the World, arederiv’d from thence, as Avenarius has 
endeavour’d to make good throughout his whole Lexis 
con, and that in many, and we think moft words, with 
at leaft as little or lefs violence than our common Ey: 
mologifts ufe in works of that Nature, when they'd | 
fetch che original of their words nearet hand. And tho” 
it may be true, that Learned Men may fometimes ftretch 
things farther than they'll go, by indulging too much 
to their Fancies, efpeciatly in thefe Elymologies ; yet 
we think the forecited Great Man (we mean Bochart J 
has prov'd the Punic andVbenician Language to be all one, 
and both a Dialeét of the Hebrew, and moft of the 
Names of Countries, Iflands, Promontories, and remar< 
kable places in Europe, as well as further, from theni 
to have taken their Originals ; as among the ref* our owri 
Hfland, the Elymology of which from Baratanak, anfwe- 
rable to the Cajciserides of the Greeks, no Learned 
Man is now ignorant of. However, thus much we are 
certain of, that all or moft other Languages are vifibly 

he 


yerid, at lealt as has been faid, thofe about us; but 
‘a the Flebrew, it centers in it felf, and we can track 
cher. for which realon aswell asthofe before 
oged, we conclude it the Primitive Langucge, and 
f-okeaby Adgm in Paradice, as to be fure it muft be if 
te cam’d all Creatures there with Atbrew Names. 
Quelt. 3. How camethe two Dijciples toknow Moles and 
Chix inte Me 4 
Ante. Its certain they did fo, by Se. Peters calling *em 
{> rerdily by their Names, as we find in the Hiftory, 
Mailer, let us make bere three Tab-rnacles, one for thee, one 
{rr Moler, antone for Elias; and how they came to know 
’em we think not dificult to be tolv’d, there being fe- 
veral ways to do it. They might have feen their Pi 
ures, and thence know’em: We know ‘twill be obje- 
. focbad the making of anyImages ar all, 
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a sand others tel! us, takiag the fecondCommand in 
aroo ftri&t Sence at latt,when they fmarted for the breach 


c. Buteven this feems to admit exceptions ; fome Jews 
pot fevere, nay. we read in their Hiftory of an lmage 
than a Picture) which Michal put in the Bed in 
But iuppofing they themielves 


e room of David. 
made no Imazes, their Neighbours round ‘em might, 
( with whom they traded in fuch things as the Law tor- 


Robe in which Afofes might 
on his Face, which to be fure was not leffen’d by his be- 
ing in Heaven ; and for Elias, ’tis probable fince he mutt 
appear in fome drefs, (for we don’t think they were na- 
ked_) chat moft likely it fhould be in that wherein he ts 
deicribed when living ; like Fobn Baptift, A airy Man, 
or dre(s'din a Garment of Camels-Hair, and girt witb 4 Lea- 
With which marks its probable, they the 
rather appear’d, that the Diiciples might know ‘em, 
and be Wicnefles of the Reverence which undoubtedly 
they paid to our Saviour. Agen, our Saviour might 
limielf tell ‘em who they were, who as all own, did and 

{aid many things not recorded in Scriptures, and tome 
things which happened at the Transfiguration being o- 
mitted in fome Evangelifts, why might not others in 
ali? Laftly, They might know by their Difcourfe who 
they were; for ‘tis faid in one Evangelift, They talked 

ith bim, and inanother more largely, they talk'd of bis 
Deceafe, ( EZados, } which he was to accomplifh at Feru- 
filem. All thete ways we efteem probable, but the te- 
cond and the laft the molt to of any others. 

Queft. 4. Whether Methufalab was the longeft liver, or 
not ? 

An(w. He was the longe/t Liver, as we learn from the 
Scripture, tho’ he was not properly the Olde/t man, be- 
caule Adam being created at perfect Age, which then 
muit amount to near Sixty, or in the fame State of Bo- 
dy which he wou'd have been in had he bin born as o- 
thers were, and liv’d ‘till 60. Add to this his 930 
which he liv'd, and it makes 990, which at that rate 
amounts to 21 more chan Methufalab, who dyed at 969. 

Queft. 5. Is not the Sun a Mals of liquid Gold, cupella- 
red by the Influence of the fix'd Stars ? 

_ Anfw. This is duch a pleafane Queftion, that we be- 
lieve the Gentleman cou’d hardly be angry if we fhou’d 
omic to ani{wer it. However, we'll beftow one argu- 
ment upon't, which will prove the contrary : If che Sua 
be cupellated by the fix'd Stars, then they mult be all 
fo by one another ; for ‘tis agreed on all hands, that 
they areal] Suns,but we fuppofe he won't affirm the one, 
theretore the other muft fall to che ground. 
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_ Queft. 6. Whether ever the Sun bas been totally eclips’d, 
if [o, what was the Caule, and when ? 

Anjw. If it has never been totally eclips’d, yet ’tis pof- 
fible it may be fo: tor tho’ the Moon, ’tis granted, is 
far lefs chanthe Sun, being 42 times lefs than the Earth, 
as the Sun 439 times bigger, according to Tycho ; we fay, 
tho'‘tis fo much leis, “tis yet nearer to us, and there- 
fore its apparent Difque may equal that of the Sun, 
and cover it al! from our fight, when the Moon is, as the 
Aftronomers call ic, in her Perigee, or neareft approach 
to the Earth. Thus to give a plain inftance, I can E- 

le the Sun my felf, or cover the Body of it by putting 


my hand between my Eyes afd it, by which tis eclipy'dag 
me, thdnot fo imit felf ; nor indeed is it any more regi! 

init felfeclips'd whenthe Moon gets between that and the 
Earta,which might more properly be cal'd an Eclipfe of 
the Earth than theSun,fince’tis theEarth only wants light 
but the Sun has it as plentifully as ever. But tofpeak wie}, 
the vulgar,and take rhe word Eclip/e inthe common Senco 
wherein Affronomers ufe it, we fay further in anlwer 
to the Queftion, that if there never was a total Eclip/> o¢ 
the Sun, there has hin however a total darkning ot it fo, 
3 hours tagether, from the 6th. tothe 9b, longer by pe 
hour than a Natural Eclipfe cou’d continue, which can 
be buttwo hours at furtheft, at the time of our Saviour s 
Pafficn. Befides, this cou‘d not bea proper ora natyra! 
Eclipfe, becaufe that can only be in the New-moor, [yy 
this when the Moon was about 14 days old, and {o ar 
Full, as it was to be when the Paffover was celebrated. 


However we can’t fubicribe to the Opinion of {ore 
Learned men.,who leflen theMirack wou'd con . a 
Fudes only which itstrue is iometimes meant by the word 
yn, which we tranflate Land, 1.6 none denies that may 


as well expreis the whole World; elpecially 
have the tame confirm’d by profane Hiltory, as Eulebing 
tells us, one Phlegon the Emperors Freemanan Hiftorijan 
who liv’d at that time, giving an account ot ‘em in tuch 
a manner. Its true, fome here urge agen, that thele were 
not the iame,that which Phlegon mentions hap; ening in 
the 781 year H#rb, Cond. and our Saviours Death being pot 
till 784 --But as to this, amiftake of 2 or 3 years mighr 
be eafie either in Pilegon, or his Tranfcribers, or even 
our accounts of the Death of Chrift —then as to the man- 
ner on't, we agen diflent trom moft others, and believe 
‘twas not uch a darkneis as overipread Egypt, which pro. 
bably aruie from Vapours out of the Earth, but rather 
by fome of thole folar {pots mentioned above, which have 
fometimes appear’d fo thick, as in Charlemain’s time, as 
to make the Stars vilible at Noon-day, and de. 
fign'd, tho natural, as Comets, for tokens of Gods dij. 
pieaiure. 
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ap All Gentlemen who expett the benefit of our Propo tals for the 
Young Students Library, ave defired to fend in thesr Money with ail 
SPeed 1@ John Dunton at the Raven in the Poultrey : for we bavitg 
already zeta great number of Subfribers,not only in England, bus from 
Forreign parts, fhall (oon have this Work in the Pref.Ds which uch grest 
care willbe taken both as to good paper,and a 10 the accuracy of theTran 
fiations, O'c.that we doubt mot but to give general [atisfatbion to allSub- 
Seribers : For your further information, read the Preface to our 4th 
supplement, and the Polticript to onr /aft Mercuryswhich was N.3V.5¢ 


Anvertifement. 


He Preface, Index and 12 Numbers that compleat the 
firjt 18 Numbers of our 3th Kelume, wilh be publifht all 
together next Monday morning at 12 d. price, that fo all thole 
Gentlemen that took in the fingle fheecs from iime ta time mighs 
have their 4th. Volume entire for 25. 6d. and aljo that 
thofe Coffee-boufes that did the like ymight have the aid Volume 
Hitcht up by them for the conjtant extertainmen: of their Cufts- 
mers, fingle fheets being apt to be loft except pafied in 4 Book. 
Inthefe 12 Numbers are an{wer'd many of she Ingenious Que- 
{tions lately fent us. Printed for John Dunton at rhe Raven 
in the Poultrey, where al{o is to be bad the Supplement to 
this 4th Volume. 
F any Gentleman or Ladies are defirows to Learn to [peak 
Latin or French truly and properly according 10 Grammar 
Rules,and to explain any Author,Mr.Switerday (recommended 
to our prefent King) has invented avery fhort and eafie method, 
by which they may learn the {aid Language (if they can but [pare 
2 or 3 hours in a Week to be with him) in one Tear. Thofe whe 
have learned formerly may recover it in 3 or 4 Months He offer 
eth to be bound to every one for the performance thercof-He Teasb- 
eth Mondays, Wednefdays and Frydays, im High-Holboins 
near little Turn-ftile, next 10 the Faulcon ; and Tueldays, 
Thuridays and Saturdays in Clements-lane, near Cannon- 
ftreet, at the Sngar-loaf: Where you may have Grammati- 
cal, and Latine, and French Hiflorrcal Cards, y which be 
Taught Children of 8 or 9 Years of Age to {peak Latine and 
French fluently in a very fhort time. Three or four Youths m4) 
lodge with him : He teacher) aljobigh and low Dutch,end Ite- 
lian,in 2 very fhort time. 
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LON DON, Printed for Jokn Wunton at the Raven in the Powltrey. 1691+ 


